UNL First Year Student Housing Application
Forming a Roommate Group
Step by Step Guide
2025-2026 Academic Year
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What Is The Roommate Finder?

The roommate finder allows you to browse other students who have completed their housing
application and look at your compatibility based on the questions you answered in your
application. You can use the roommate finder to search for a specific person who you know
you would like to live with, or you can browse other students who seem to be most compatible
with you to find someone new.

Forming a roommate group is optional. If you do not form a roommate group, then you will
be randomly assigned to a roommate who seems to be compatible with you based on your
answers to the roommate matching questions in the application.

Who Can | See in The Roommate Finder?

If you have opted to live in Honors Suites, you will only be able to see other roommates within
Honors Suites. Those who have opted into a Theme Community will also only be able to see
roommates within their Theme Community. Please note that roommate groups may need to
be separated if one person is accepted into a Learning Community, Themed Community, or
Honors Program later as those students are required to live with others in their same program.

Other students will only appear to you in the roommate finder after they have completed their
housing application. If you are looking for someone specific, they will need to complete their
application before you can search for them in the roommate finder.

The roommate finder will only show you students of the same gender as you. Students who
have opted into Gender-Inclusive Housing will only be able to see other students who have
opted into Gender-Inclusive Housing.

A roommate group cannot be more than two people. Even students who will be in suites with
Honors or a Learning Community can only form a group of two. Once a student has joined a
roommate group, they will no longer be visible in the roommate finder, because there is no
more space available in that roommate group.
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N Navigate to the Housing Portal

STEP 1

You'll start on the Home page. To select your roommate for the 2025-2026
academic year, you'll use the Roommate Finder feature. Click on the Room-

mate Finder button to begin.
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STEP 2

Click on Continue for 2025-2026 Academic Year application

Student Affoirs | University Housing

NI HoUSING PORTAL

Term Selector

erm be . ontinue with your application. Contact the Housing Office if no applications are
available below

2025-2026 Academic Year

(8/17/2025 - 5/9/2026)

You started vour application for 2025-2026 Academic Year on 1/7/2025 , and have signed the

You have not paid the application fee.

Your application is complete as of 1/7/2025.

530 N. 17th Street Lincoln, NE 68588-0622
Housing Office: (402) 472-3561 | (300) 742-8800
Family Housing: (402) 472-3753

Email: housing@unl.edu

Website: housing.unl.edu
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Search By Details to Find a Roommate

STEP 3

The first option is to click on Search By Details. Using this feature will allow
you to search for specific roommates.

. W student Affairs | University Housing
N HOUSING PORTAL

40
Home | New Student Application | Family Housing | Accounts | Mail Forwarding |

:
Qpemee Roommate Finder

Welcome to Roommate Finder! This tool offers a customizable experience to help you find your

roommate for the 2025-2026 academic year.

Use the search features below in the bottom right corner to view potential roommates. You'll also be able

to create a roommate group of 2 people with any compatible student you find.
The roommate finder closes at 11:539pm on Thursday, May 1.

Not In a Group
You are not a member of any roommate groups.

Search for Roommates by Profiles
Browse Potential Roommates

SAVE & CONTINUE
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STEP 4

If you know someone's first or last name or you want to see who has
applied to the same Learning Community (LC) as you, this is the easiest
way to find them. Type in the information and then click Search.

Screen name is not the student's actual name. It is the username that was automatically
generated for the student by the Housing Portal to be used for the roommate finder.

Your search results will appear at the bottom of the page.

The roommate finder will not display the student's name, only the screen name assigned to
them for the roommate finder. You may need to ask your friend to log into the housing
portal and verify that the screen name is correct.

40
=  Home | New Student Application | Family Housing | Accounts | Mail Forwarding |
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Search for Roommates by Profiles

STEP 5

A second way to search for potential roommates is to click on Search for
Roommates by Profiles

About Me Blurb:

Preferred First Name:

Applied for this LC:

Classification: New Freshman ADD TO GROUP
escriptios m super laid back and like to watch
etflix

I
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STEP 6

Here, you will be able to select specific answers to questions from the Housing
App. We recommend selecting only one or two options that are very impor-
tant to you as this can really limit the roommate options you see.

If you are not seeing any matches, that's okay! Just decrease the amount of filters you are using
or try searching for aroommate another way. Remember that people may be compatible with
you but have slightly different answers that would make them not show up if you are filtering
for very specific answers to multiple questions.

INL HOUSING PORTAL

40
= Home | New Student Application | Family Housing | Accounts | Mail Forwarding |

OLs Roommate Search By Profiles
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STEP 7
Once you have selected one or two answers, click on Search

Any

Smoking & Alcohol Information
I am comfortable living with someone who smokes/vapes (Note: UNL is a smoke-free campus).

Any

I am comfortable living with someone who uses marijuana (Note: Marijuana is not legal in the state of
Nebraska).

Any

I am comfortable living with someone who drinks alcohol. (Note: UNL is a dry campus.)

Any

¥ Exclude results that cannot be added or joined

Search By Details

| SEARCH
Browse Potential Roommates
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STEP 8

This will take you to a page where anyone who has the same answer will be
displayed.

r  Administration User 7' e & - w8
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Browse Potential Roommates

STEP 9

The third option is to view available roommate options by clicking on Browse
Potential Roommates

Any

Smoking & Alcohal Information

I am comfortable living with someone who smokes,/vapes (Note: UNL is a smoke-free campus).

Any

[ am comfortable living with someone who uses marijuana (Note: Marijuana is not legal in the state of

Nebraska).

Any
I am comfortable living with someone who drinks alcohol. (Note: UNL is a dry campus.)

Any

42  Exclude results that cannot be added or joined

b R Search Bv Details
Browse Potential Roommates

TestUser001
Age: 20

Classification: New Freshman
Gender: Female

Description: 1 am super laid back and like to watch

Netflix

Applied for an LC:

11 of 23



https://tango.ai?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=workflow%20export%20links

STEP 10

This will take you to a page that displays people who would be good roommate
matches for you based on the answers in your Housing Application. It will
display your highest matches first.

[Stration User 8 Portd E——

Oreeee Quosested Roommates
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Learn More About Potential Roommates

STEP 11

Once you have found someone who you might want to live with, you can

connect with them through the Housing Portal by clicking Send Message

Please note that messaging and agreeing to live together does not mean that you have formed
a roommate group. You still need to go through the formal process of creating a roommate
group to be assigned to live together.

Residential
v
Communities
+ ) Fee Deferment
+ ) Meal Plan Selection

About Me Blurb:

Preferred First Name:

Last Name:

test

Applied for this LC:

#  Exclude results that cannot be added or joined

=3

Search for Roommates by Profiles

Browse Potential Roommates

TestUser001
Age: 20
Classification: New Freshman

Gender: Female

Description: I am super laid back and like to watch

Netflix

Applied for an LC:

I ADD TO GROUP
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STEP 12

Compose your message and click Send Message to connect with your poten-
tial roommate.

40

Home | New Student Application | Family Housing | Accounts | Mail Forwarding |

Compose Message

To:
Subject:

Message:

530 N. 17th Street Lincoln, NE 68588-062.

14 of 23


https://unl.starrezhousing.com/StarRezPortalX/F42A864E/8/11/Messages-Compose_Message?UrlToken=390C82AE&Recipient_EntryID=227806&ReturnUrl=%2FStarRezPortalX%2F46A9A8EA%2F32%2F1763%2FNew_Student_Applicat-Roommate_Search_By_D%3FUrlToken%3D390C82AE%26TermID%3D127%26ClassificationID%3D1
https://tango.ai?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=workflow%20export%20links

STEP 13

You can also see how compatible you are with someone based on the per-
centage match displayed. The system calculates this percentage based on
your answers and the other person's answers in their housing application.

Clicking View Profile in the search results will allow you to view the student's answers to the
roommate matching questionnaire.

The percentage match can be a helpful tool to see compatibility at a glance, but we recom-
mend you view the other student's profile to look at their specific answers to the roommate
matching questions and how they line up with your own.

Last Name:

test

Applied for this LC:

#  Exclude results that cannot be added or joined

SEARCH Search for Roommates by Profiles

Browse Potential Roommates

MANAGE GROUP

TestUser001
Age: 20

Classification: New Freshman ADDTO GROUP
Gender: Female

SEND MESSAGE
Description: I am super laid back and like to watch

Netflix

Applied for an LC:
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STEP 14

If you want to see how someone answered each question on their Housing
Application, which can tell you more about how compatible you may be, click

on View Profile

Last Name:

test

Applied for this LC:

# Exclude results that cannot be added or joined

SEARCH

TestUser001

Age: 20

Classification: New Freshman

Gender: Female

Description: I am super laid back and like to watch
Netflix

Applied for an LC:

Search for Roommates by Profiles

Browse Potential Roommates

ADDTO GROUP
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STEP 15

Once you are done viewing the person's profile, click on GO BACK to continue
searching for roommates or to add them to your roommate group.

530 N, 17th Steeet Lincoln, NE 68588-0672
i Qe (4001 472 %521 | (8000 742 8800
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Creating a Roommate Group

STEP 16

Once you are ready to create a roommate group, you will click on Add to
Group on the student you want to be in a roommate group with.

Clicking Add to Group will send the other student a notification that they can join your

roommate group.
The other student must log into the Housing Portal to accept the request in order for you to

successfully create a roommate group.

Search By Details
Search for Roommates by Profiles

« ) My Profile MANAGE GROUF |

v ) About Me

. PortalX11111103
Residential

” Age: 20
Communities Classification: New Freshman Chlhiele oLy

Gender: Female
v ) Fee Deferment )
Description: Hello!

« ) Meal Plan Selection . . . :
Applied for an LC: Engineering and Computing to

Change the World

.Groth1010109

Age: 32

ADDTOGROLIF
Classification: New Freshman
Gender: Female SEN SSAGE
Description: test

Applied for an LC: Discovering the Classroom

TestUser001
Age: 20
Classification: New Freshman

Gender: Female

ADD TO GROUP

Description: I am super laid back and like to watch
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STEP 17

Student 2 Logs Into the Housing Portal to Accept the Request

Once your friend has received the email notifying them they've been invited to join your
roommate group, they can log into the Housing Portal and click on the Roommate Finder.

Welcome to the Housing and Dining Portal at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln! Messages
This is your central hub for managing everything related to your #HuskerHome, A
ensuring you get the most out of your housing and dining experience. I_u mss mmm

[@ RODMMATE FINDER ]

@ RENTERS INSURANCE

rARICE
CANCEL
YOUR CONTRACT

19 of 23



https://tango.ai?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=workflow%20export%20links

STEP 18

Click on Accept

The student will see an incoming request to join your roommate group. The request includes
your screen name so that they know it is the correct group.
When they click Accept, both students will receive an email letting them know that they are

now in a group together.

Not In a Group
You are not a member of any roommate groups.

Incoming Requests

Group .Example12946c12774
Leader: .Examplel

Members: .Examplel

Expiry Date: 11/13/2024 09:45

530 N. 17th Street Lincoln, NE 68588-0622
Housing Office: (402) 472-3561 | (800)_742-8800

Family Housing: (402) 472-3753
Email: housing@unl.edu
Website: housing.unl.edu
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STEP 19

Once your roommate has accepted the request to be in the roommate group,
you should be able to see on the Housing Portal that your roommate was
added to your group. Your group should be noted as full as only groups of 2
are allowed.

From this page, you can remove a roommate, send them a message, view their profile, continue
browsing potential roommates, and delete the roommate group.
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STEP 20

Once you are satisfied with your roommate group, you can click on Save &
Continue to be taken back to the Home Page.
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STEP 21

Depending on your situation, you may see different buttons on your home

page. Please review all information to make sure you are all set for housing

next year. You can see messages others send you by clicking on the hamburger

menu on the top left.

Please email housing@unl.edu with any questions!
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